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We, the Board members of The Australian Council of Deans and Directors of Creative Arts
(DDCA), write this submission in strong support of the Bill to repeal the Job-Ready Graduates
legislation. The DDCA is Australia’s peak body for tertiary creative arts education and research.
We aim to advance the culture of scholarship in the creative arts, offer strong leadership and
advocacy for strategic development across Higher Education, and advocate for the role of the
creative arts in society.

Our disciplines include visual arts, design, theatre, dance, music, screen production, digital arts
and creative writing. Our membership includes approximately 40 institutions from around the
country — universities and private providers — as well as a close association with four key
disciplinary peak bodies: ACUADS (Australian Council of University Art and Design Schools),
ASPERA (Australian Screen Production Education and Research Association), AAWP
(Australasian Association of Writing Programs) and IDEA (Interior Design and Interior
Architecture Educators Association). Our organisation is funded entirely by membership fees.

The DDCA convenes a range of programs that work toward the stated aims of the organisation,
including an online publication, Creative Matters (formerly known as NiTRO, 2016-2022), which
facilitates debate on key issues relevant to its membership base.


https://ddca.edu.au/
https://creativematters.edu.au

The respective DDCA Board members have been engaged with their own university
submissions to this inquiry; as such, we add this submission on behalf of the DDCA with the
intention of highlighting the negative impact the Job Ready-Graduates (JRG) scheme has and
will continue to have on the creative arts, and by extension on democratic and social life in
Australia.

Art and design have a critical role to play in our education system and societies, as expressions
of identity, community, culture, creativity, and collective imagination. Art in particular can be a
mediator of difficult conversations, enabling diverse communities to find common ground. When
most public debate occurs in spaces that polarise groups, isolate and demonise ‘the other’,
common ground is more important than ever. Art and design enliven our empathetic capacities
and pose the ethical questions inside novel scientific inventions or technological advancement,
making it an invaluable part of all of our personal and collective endeavors. Arts education in the
Tertiary sector provides a critical pipeline to Australia’s cultural sector, which added $67.4bn to
Australia’s economy in 2023-2024 alone (Cultural and Creative Activity, 2025).

The JRG scheme expresses a regrettable set of values which fail to recognise that art and
design not only represent but are fundamental to the human condition. To think that we can
remove art, that culture is ‘out there’ for a select few to participate in; or, conversely, that art is
considered 'a hobby' where training in the field/s is devalued, is a misguided notion that excises
a fundamental human need. The scheme communicates an underinformed vision of how a
thriving democracy forms and sustains itself. This is a dangerous trajectory which we need to
re-route with the reversal of the JRG scheme.

The arts and design sector is frequently a side-bar to conversations about Australia’s national
priorities, evidenced by repeated efforts at national and state government level to diminish arts
and cultural development in this country. The JRG scheme is arguably one of the most
significant threats to Australia’s artistic flourishing as it drastically obstructs the educational
pipeline into the creative and cultural workforce (as noted by Gattenhof and Saunders in their
2026 study). In purely economic terms, ‘the sector employs 193,600 people, more than finance
(190,600), heavy and civil engineering construction (107,700), accommodation (97,500),
electricity supply (65,000), and coal mining (49,600) (Browne 2020, gtd. in Gattenhof and
Saunders). But this is not the only concern. The scheme projects to the public the notion that
the arts — and the creative thinking that accompanies artistic and design based development
and production — are not viable, valued, or ‘useful’. On the contrary, creative skill-sets are
embedded in general problem solving and are an important gateway to innovation across
disciplines.

Aside from the joys, pleasures and challenges the creative professions bring to practitioners and
audiences alike (which few would deny), such a projection means Australia runs the risk of
being uncompetitive on the global stage with research excellence and critical problem-solving.
Leading thinkers and researchers globally and across disciplines understand the indispensable
contribution arts and humanities graduates bring to the difficult and vital questions facing us


https://www.infrastructure.gov.au/research-data/bureau-communications-arts-and-regional-research/arts/cultural-and-creative-activity
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00049441261421275

today; they run interdisciplinary teams for this reason. That the Australian Government misses
this opportunity and misaligns arts and humanities disciplines with the JRG scheme is an act of
parochialism that will diminish our capacity to engage meaningfully and effectively in global
efforts toward addressing the greatest contemporary problems now and into the future.

In the seven years post the implementation of the JRG scheme almost 50 creative arts degrees
have been discontinued, in some regions entire disciplinary pathways have been terminated
(The Guardian). And yet the National Arts Participation Survey commissioned by Creative
Australia (2023) shows that 97% of Australians engage with the arts, and that 74% of
Australians surveyed agreed that the arts should be an important part of education.

Consider this in relation to the Revive Cultural Policy and how some of those ambitions will be
achieved — for example, local content quotas — if we are not training our own artists and
producing high quality content.

The DDCA Board, on behalf of our members, current and future students, and on behalf of the
future Australia which we envision, urge the government to find an expedient solution to
reversing the Job-Ready Graduates scheme.

Signed,

The Australian Council of Deans and Directors



https://www.theguardian.com/australia-news/2026/feb/09/australia-in-danger-of-becoming-an-artless-country-as-enrolments-in-creative-courses-collapse
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