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GOALS

The goal of the Australian Council of Deans and Directors of Creative Arts (DDCA) is to strengthen
and champion creative arts leadership in the tertiary sector, and raise the profile and impact of
creative arts teaching, research and innovation.

The DDCA Awards are designed to acknowledge and celebrate outstanding contributions to
creative arts, elevate and share best practice, and encourage and promote the next generation of
creative arts leaders in research and education. The Awards promote diversity and recognise
contributions and achievements by First Nations creatives, as well as early-, mid- and senior-career
practitioners in the tertiary sector.

ELIGIBILITY

All applicants must be full-time or fixed term staff at a current DDCA Member institution.
Applicants can make a submission to more than one category.

For eligibility specific to each award, please refer to the particular award category (below) and its
criteria.
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CATEGORIES AND CRITERIA

1. Distinguished Australian First Nations Creative Leadership Award

The applicant is required to address any or all of the following award criteria, evidencing:

leadership in truth-telling

growing culturally safe places for students, with space for multi-generational storytelling
sharing with diverse communities

growing and celebrating First Nations practices and voices

creating bridges between students, staff and communities

celebrates and honours Eldership

at any stage of career

NOTE All individual applicants must identify as Australian First Nations persons. If submitting a
Team application, the group leader must be First Nations. The Award Category will be judged by an
Australian First Nations creative arts leader.

2. Distinguished Innovation in Creative Arts Award

The applicant is required to address any or all of the following award criteria, evidencing:

Innovation in approach, methodology, outcome, teaching, and/or building teams
Demonstrated cross disciplinarity, unlocking new ways of undertaking practice
Development of partnerships with community, industry and academia

Creation of holistic approaches to research, scholarship, teaching and engagement.

DDCA 2026 AWARDS GUIDELINES 2



DDCA

The Australian Council of Deans and Directors of Creative Arts

3. Distinguished Creative Teaching Award

The applicant is required to address all of the following award criteria, evidencing:

e knowledge sharing and building through making and doing in a learning and teaching
context (ie, in the lab, in the studio, in-field etc)
teaching conversant with relevant industry/community practices and expertise
inspiring and mentoring students in new ways of being in creative arts fields (ie technology,
accessibility, interdisciplinarity etc)

4. Breakthrough Creative Researcher Award

This category is for Early Career Researchers within 5 years of PhD award date.
The applicant is required to address all of the following award criteria, evidencing:

e significant contribution(s) to the field, for example, introducing new methods and/or
frameworks in the understanding and/or undertaking of creative research

e outstanding achievement in research in the creative arts, demonstrated by relevant esteem
factors, such as funding, grants, public performances and/or exhibitions

e capability and capacity through collaboration and partnerships, scholarly impact, and public
engagement

5. Distinguished Creative Researcher Award

This category is for mid and senior career researchers more than 10 years from their PhD
award date.

The applicant is required to address all of the following award criteria, evidencing:

e major contribution(s) to the field, for example transforming how we understand and/or
undertake creative research

e sustained, outstanding achievement in research in the creative arts, demonstrated by
relevant esteem factors, such as funding, grants and public exhibitions

e capability and capacity building through research grant opportunities, mentoring, supervision
of HDR and/or post-doctoral positions
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6. Distinctive Creative Arts Doctoral Candidate Award

Applicants must be within one year post completion of PhD.
The applicant is required to address any or all of the following award criteria, evidencing:
e a doctoral project as an exemplary practice-led research model

e doctoral studies as innovation in creative arts which informs the future of the field
e esteem, as evidenced through awards, publications, presentations or other indicators

APPLICATION PROCESS AND REQUIREMENTS

Submissions are made via the online application form.

Please see below the requirements of the form prior to starting your online application.

SUBMISSIONS AND JUDGING PROCESS

e The submissions window is approximately three months (with the option of an additional

week if required).

e Once the submissions window has closed, entries will be collated by the Awards
Administration team and stored on the shared G-Drive folder.

e A panel of six judges - one per category - is assembled by the DDCA Awards Leader.

e Each judge is assigned one category for evaluation by the Awards Leader.

e The judging window is approximately two months.

e Judges consult DDCA Awards Guidelines and Evaluation Criteria to guide them in their
process.

e The Awards Leader will act as moderator for all Awards categories.

e The DDCA President acts as final reviewer and arbitrator of all decisions.
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ASSEMBLY OF JUDGING PANEL
A DDCA Board Member is nominated to act as both the Awards Leader and Moderator. Additional
Board Members constitute the rest of the judging panel.

A First Nations judge will be assigned to the First Nations category. An additional external expert
may also be sought.

External judges may be required in cases of conflicts of interest or inadequate expertise on the
panel. Option to invite former Board members or former Award winners from member institutions to
fulfil this role.

CONFLICTS OF INTEREST

Judges with a conflict of interest must be declared. DDCA considers the following as some potential
conflicts of interest:

e Alead applicant who has served on the DDCA Board within the last 2 years
e A judge assessing an applicant from their own institution
e A judge assessing an applicant who is their former or current PhD candidate

e A judge assessing a current direct colleague

TIMELINE

The following dates are a template. Minor adjustments are possible if required:

e Awards launch date: 4th May 2026 [published via email, website, LinkedIn]

e Submissions window: May-June-July (3 months)

e Submissions close: Friday 31st July 2026 COB

e Judgement and moderation window: August & September (2 months)

e Winners contacted via email: Thursday 15th October 2026

e Awards administrator arranges payment of award money & certificates: 15th & 16th
October 2026
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e Final list of winners and Judges’ comments published on DDCA website: Friday 16th
October 2026 [also via email & LinkedIn]

e Ceremony Event: those that can attend will receive their certificates at the end of year
Symposium

AWARD WINNERS

Successful applicants receive the following recognition:

e $1,000 AUD cash prize. Team applications receive the same sum which they can divide
equally among their members.

e DDCA Award category certificate

e Feedback from judges which will be published online

e Publicity on the DDCA website and online platforms

e |nvitation and recognition at the annual DDCA Symposium

DDCA AWARDS APPLICATION FORM

Note: all applications must be made via the online application form.

Individual and group entries are to submit one form. Entries for more than one category require a
separate form for each category.

The goal of the Australian Council of Deans and Directors of Creative Arts (DDCA) is to strengthen
creative arts leadership in the tertiary sector, and raise the profile and impact of creative arts
teaching and research.

The DDCA Awards are designed to acknowledge and celebrate contributions to creative arts,

elevate and share best practice, and encourage and promote the next generation of creative arts
leaders in research and education. The Awards promote diversity and recognise contributions and
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achievements by First Nations creatives, as well as early-, mid- and senior-career practitioners in
the tertiary sector.

Eligibility: All applicants must be ongoing or fixed term staff currently employed at a current DDCA
member institution. For eligibility specific to each award, please refer to the particular award
category and its criteria.

1. NAME First and Last
If a team submission please list all group members with the lead contact listed
first

2. EMAIL ADDRESS
If a team nomination, please list one lead applicant

3. INSTITUTION, SCHOOL/FACULTY
Please ensure you are affiliated at one of our member institutions

4. PROFESSIONAL POSITION
Please state employment status. If applying for Doctoral Student Award, Breakthrough Creative
Researcher Award or Distinguished Creative Researcher Award, please
state your (expected) conferral date.

5. CREATIVE ARTS DISCIPLINE
6. DDCA AWARD CATEGORY Please select one DDCA Award Category

Distinguished Australian First Nations Creative Leadership Award
Distinguished Innovation in Creative Arts Award

Distinguished Creative Teaching Award

Breakthrough Creative Researcher Award

Distinguished Creative Researcher Award

Distinctive Creative Arts Doctoral Student Award

7. STATEMENT ADDRESSING THE CRITERIA FOR YOUR CHOSEN AWARDS
CATEGORY Please list each criteria as a subheading. Up to 800 words

8. SUPPORTING MATERIAL
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Depending on the award category, please include samples of work; student feedback data or other
relevant evidence. Please create 1 file up to 10MB.

9. CURRICULUM VITAE
2-5 pages

PROMOTIONAL MATERIAL

Please include the following to be used on our websites and promotion if your application is
deemed successful. Any sensitivities around this, please be in touch to

discuss admin@ddca.edu.au

10. BIO/s
100 words per team member

11. HEADSHOT

12. PROMOTIONAL IMAGES
Please include 2-4 images related to your submission with caption and
attribution

13. APPLICANT'S DECLARATION
| declare that | have read, acknowledged and accepted the Privacy and Publicity

Notice www.ddca.edu.au/privacy-policy/
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