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General tips and reminders 
 

●​ Include a document that briefly contextualises the examples of work submitted as part of 
your application. This should be a few sentences that connect the work as a key choice 
for the  submitted award category. Clearly label the work, include all specific details such 
as title, media, scale, if multimedia: the duration of work etc 

●​ Ensure your statement addressing the criteria relevant to your award category is an 
evidence-based argument explaining how your work successfully meets the criteria. 

●​ Read individual tips under specific criteria to assist with your evidence-based 
statements.   

 
 

1.​ Writing the statement for Distinguished Australian First Nations Creative 
Leadership Award   

The statement should be evidenced-based in alignment with DDCA’s criteria (please see 
guidelines for this category). Some examples of evidence (but not limited to) that an applicant 
may find useful in making their case are: 
 

●​ Curriculum and project outlines 
●​ Student/participant feedback statements, and data sets on learning experience and 

leadership 
●​ Elder, Peer and/or independent external reviewer statements on applicant leadership 
●​ Industry, partner, stakeholder statements on learning experiences and impacts 

1 



●​ Data sets on participants and reach of the project 
●​ Examples of new or growth in existing partnership development 
●​ Evidence of community benefits, eg, engagement and enrichment activities, cultural 

and/or artistic development, pedagogical materials 
 

2.​ Writing the statement for Distinguished Innovation in Creative Arts Award  
The statement should be evidenced-based in alignment with DDCA’s criteria (please see 
guidelines for this category). Some examples of evidence (but not limited to) that an applicant 
may find useful in making their case are: 
 

●​ Data sets linking to innovative teaching/research approaches and former outcomes to 
build your case or narrative. 

●​ If a case is being made for a new way of undertaking practice or an innovation within a 
creative field, the applicant can reference excerpts from a summary of field or audit to 
evidence a gap in the field they are responding to (a summary of audit can be tabled in 
the Appendix of the statement) 

●​ If a case of partnership development within community, industry and academia is being 
made - substantial evidentiary statements should be provided that demonstrate a 
substantial and ongoing collaboration that contribute to both parties in meaningful ways 
and that also contextualise the new visions and innovations through these partnerships 
and/or collaborations. 

●​ Examples of impact via holistic and interdisciplinary practices: qualitative and 
quantitative evidence of cross-disciplinary traction in approaches, data representing 
growth in the creative arts sector etc     

 

3.​ Writing the statement for Distinguished Creative Teaching Award 
The statement should be evidenced-based in alignment with DDCA’s criteria (please see 
guidelines for this category). Some examples of evidence (but not limited to) that an applicant 
may find useful in making their case are: 
 

●​ Align your evidence-based statement with your teaching philosophy and approach and 
contextual setting 

●​ Teaching Awards are very useful examples when sufficiently contextualised in a broader 
national/international narrative as well as explained within the applicant’s own teaching 
environment. 

●​ Student feedback statements, and data sets on the applicant’s teaching. 
●​ Peer reviewer and/or independent external reviewer statements on applicant teaching  
●​ Industry, partner, stakeholder statements on teaching performance/ student learning 

experience 
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4.​ Writing the statement for Breakthrough Creative Researcher Award 
The statement should be evidenced-based in alignment with DDCA’s criteria, demonstrating 
ECR level and research leadership capability (please see guidelines for this category). Some 
examples of evidence (but not limited to) that an ECR may find useful in making their case are: 
 

●​ A successful fellowship application (for example DECRA)or other external funding body 
recognition and support 

●​ An Early Career Researcher Award (Publication and/or creative practice) 
●​ Emerging national creative research track record and profile, examples of significant 

creative research practice (with research statements) 
●​ Examples of research projects exemplifying your leadership in sustained and growth in 

attracting industry, government, education, community research partnerships and 
collaborations 

●​ HDR supervision and/or completions across a 3-5 year period, (attraction and retention); 
Mentoring of HDRs. 
 

5.​ Writing the statement for Distinguished Creative Researcher Award 
The statement should be evidenced-based in alignment with DDCA’s criteria, demonstrating 
MCR level and research leadership capability (please see guidelines for this category). Some 
examples of evidence (but not limited to) that an MCR may find useful in making their case are: 
 

●​ External research income 
●​ A Mid Career Researcher Award (Publication and/or creative practice)/ Fellowships 
●​ Established track record of practice-led or practice-based research outputs and profile, 

Major practice research works and outputs with research statements 
●​ Leadership in sustained and growth in attracting industry, government, education, 

community research partnerships and collaborations 
●​ Data of HDR completions across a 3-5 year period, (attraction and retention); Mentoring 

of a high number of HDRs. 
 

6.​ Writing the statement for Distinctive Creative Arts Doctoral Candidate Award  
The statement should be evidenced-based in alignment with DDCA’s criteria, demonstrating 
ECR level research capability (please see guidelines for this category). Some examples of 
evidence (but not limited to) that an Doctoral Candidate may find useful in making their case 
are: 
 

●​ Extracts from Examiner Report Outcome Statements or Confirmation of Candidature 
Reports/ Feedback   

●​ APA Scholarship Award Recipient or other evidence of Doctoral Award (internal or 
external)  

●​ Examples of any outstanding creative research practice (with research statement) 
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●​ Examples and evidence of emerging/developing research track record publications 
●​ Examples of any internal and external grants, funding initiatives 
●​ Example of any leadership initiatives within the broader sector, including industry, 

cross-university collaborations etc as part of the doctoral project or beyond. 
●​ Evidence of broader impact of Doctoral research - Statements from community, partners, 

key project stakeholders 
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